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BLIN LETTERS
OF
GE‘EZ ALPHABET
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NOTE

1) Blin is one of the Cushitic languages of Eritrea. This language, as well as other Semitic and Cushitic
languages of Eritrea, has many glottal, epigllotal, ejective and labiovelar sounds,like, i, Tix, 0 ‘a,
K, mt’, ., Nekw, EK’W, eic.. Thus, the Ge'‘ez alphabet is very suitable to write Blin.

2) Out of the 39 Ge’ez letters presented on this chart, only 31 are needed for writing strictly Blin sounds;
and they are the following :- Uh-Al-chh’~7®m-Ais-&r-01$-4K*-Fq-b-t-1n-hi/a-Nk Tix-Ow-03/*a-Py-
£d-Fj-1g-Tog-mt-@.c'-4f-NekwTiexw- R kow-daqw-Tgw-Tngw.

3) The following 8 letters are used for writing borrowed words in Blin:- Tch/¢-7 i-Hlz-z-&p’- Rs-Tp-iiv.

4) The velar nasal stop “TI-ng” with its labiolized form “’i"—ngw" is a typical Blin sound. This Blin sound
is the same as the last sound of English words which end with the letters “ng”, like, sing. The Ge‘ez
letter for this sound, which is now included in some Ge‘ez softwares, is present in old Blin literature.

5) Each symbol of the Ge‘ez letters has 7 different shapes,called orders.And each order is a combination of
consonant and vowel.The vowels are separately 7;and they are the following :-hd-hru-h.i-ha-he-he-ho.
(N.B., the 6" order central vowel "&" is sometimes represented by this symbol () in Latin .)

6) The following Ge'ez letters, &’s "1 h, 8 s’, have the same repeated sounds like- Uh, fis, and & 5.

Prepared as teaching aid material for Blin mother language teachers i Norway
By Tekie Alibekit
28/05/ 02 -Oslo, Norway
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